60                      QUEEN   ELIZABETH
is made to say, " No scandal about Queen Eliza-
beth, pray ". This is meant to be an historical
joke, for Queen Elizabeth by her behaviour
scandalized a great many people. When she spent
those two months in prison in the Tower, sent
there by Mary, she met and made friends with
Robert Dudley, also a prisoner of state. Robert
was the brother of that Guildford Dudley who
had married Lady Jane Grey. Guildford and Jane
had both been executed, but Robert was spared,
and actually his lands had not been confiscated.
He showed courage and generosity to the Princess
in distress, for it did not help his case to be friends
with her. But he was not afraid, and he even
sold some of his lands in order to help her with
money. Elizabeth never forgot that, and when
later on people attacked her for the favour she
persisted in showing him, she said that she would
always owe him gratitude for the help and comfort
he had been in one of the worst times of her life..
Dudley was exactly the type Elizabeth always-
showed that she admired. He was tall and strong,
a very good horseman, and a very good talker.
He was exceptionally handsome, and he really
cared for art and beauty. He showed his taste also
in his clothes. Men's fashions then were just as
gorgeous as women's, and their clothes were made
of silks and satin, fur-trimmed and jewelled.
Dudley looked magnificent, and his bold style
exactly suited the Queen. No one can doubt that
she liked him more than she ever liked any other